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BRIEF COMMUNICATION

GASTRO-INTESTINAL PARASITES OF FERAL CATS
IN THE NORTHERN TERRITORY.

The feval cat Fefts cany. wowell established as o preduiom
P Austialin and teeds on insects, lish, amphibians, bids,
repliles and native and antrodiced manmals' - Severol
sivevs of the gistro-intestinal parasites of feral cars hive
heen carried out in soutl-castern Austroli® ', the species
snd prevalence of The parasites encountered varying
hetween stutes, depending on aviailable foud sources und
Climate Inthis stuey we presentinformistion on the wisino-
nfestinal parasites recovered from feml cais collected from
the Northern Territory, wregion from which only el
i corenly exist

St from the Parks and Wildlfe Conummsaon of the
Nortliern Territory tapped and/or shot 188 ferl cals T
this stody between 19210 and 1993, Twenty-two  curs
origiated from Witarrka (Kines Canyon) National Park
sotthawestol Al Springs (24 20" and 257 20°S, 1307 507
1320 45"y 25 e unarea aorth of thie MacDonnel |
Ranges team Glen Hefen Gorge (o Yambah and Alcoola
Slolpoms 122050 w0 235 4535 1337 30" 1w 134 35" H) 48
pear Mount Davidson am the Faoamn Desere: Wildlife
Sancruary, north-west of Alice Springs (200 20" o 200 557
S, 120029 0 1317 357 E), K ia the Davenport RAnges from
Murray Downs Stafion vii Barrow Creek (200 50" w0 217
00 8 134 10" w1330 25" L 51 from lauke Nush
{ATpuErulam) (200 205 207 1075, 13750 0 138 10
10 o the Barkly Tabilelands. I8 from the norther Burkly
Tabletands (17730 w0 19 43"S, E347 00w LAT 00 E D aud
19 from Marrakan o Katherioe (120 33710 147 30°5, 1417
20 e AT 2000 somth-sast o Darewin,

The stamiehs ol the waty were opencd so (bl undigesied
contenls could be denhfied and then The entire: gastio-
teshiial wacts were preserved in 10% Jfoemalin or 70%
cthanol. The preserved matenal was ransported 10 Adelaide

Tawt e Lo Prevadence of intestuial helminte parasites found
e SN feeal vors from the Novthers Territor.

Parisine Prevadence (5 Alundance
{mean)
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Cnefeoly pomatoston 63 4 1999 3
Newatoda
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A viosteme tubacforme )28 I =31k
Cvathiospiruea casyurichy 4.3 1= 13(5)
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where purasites were remoyed and couplod usinge o
dissecting nueroseope and Lter afrer they had been cleunsd
i lactophenaleddentificd  employing o compund
peroscope. When presenn reetal samples were exiunined
For protozow wsing contrfigal fotation mosatirared MpSoy
solulion
Many ol e Telihs found (able 1y have been
reported previonsly in sueveys ol feral cats ronn New Soath
Willes, Vietori and Tasmania (Aacevlosteane inbaefirimne.
Cyathospinie doasyurts, Tovocdra can, Spvomelra
eringeed,  Tuenie daeniveforainl although hcre bre
significant differences in previdence hetween staes. The
prineipal differenee berween s survey and previous ones
1= the very low prevalence of 10 egdi an the Northery
Territory. Only 0% of the vins eximingd i o parisies.
Acanthocephilan  parasites  ocewrring in feral cal
popilanons elsewhere have been referred Lo as Cueieole
sp 2Tl Schnde wdemitied (he spedies as o Oncreold
pemaiistony. Both the dingi. Cupis feiliaris dingn, and
feral caraet as deliitive hosts, widh Tarval stuges oeeurring
wnder Wie skan o o varety of passening birds" Onciceda
poddtestont wis the mogt commonly deteeted parasie
i study and was also present in Lrge numbers o many of
th cats. Although waorms were Found Withe their probosees
teeply cmbedded into the mestinal mueosi the axsociated
pathtlogieal reachions were himited 0 an intlammatony
infilirate aronmd the proboscis, deteeted wher histologieal
sechions were axained. This parasite wis nar reeovered
From 19 cats w the area suuth of Darwin bud was presentin
animads From -l arid areas of the Novtheon Teritory, The
large numbers af (4 pomatostomi found in cits supgesis
Uit hieds comstitre asigimiticant qent of their diet, although
i Taek ol daGe onoahundinee of s parasite in purotenic
hosts prevents more detaled conclusions from being deawn
Phleyvsedapera peaqepmtiadis and Abbaevicia hastespieilu
have been reported Trom Jeral cals and dogs from the
Northern Territory o a simgle occtsion. The evidence here
confirma thit 22 praeprdial iy isa relavely comman parisile
of feral cats i cental Australing Abbrevivra hastaspicetly 1=
novmmally a parasitg ol varanid Reards® but, appacently, will
develop silso in the stomach of cats. Ryan® foned o
Phssadigaera " spepresent i eits in New Soudy Wiles but
ab ot timie dismissed o ds an incdentl parasie T mny
hive heer AL fastosprealy but the Tack o deposiled
specimens makes i inpossible fo continm this Ty pothesis.
Ancvlostonned tubaeforne iy generally conmderad 1o be
the common Twokworm of damestic cars” but records 1o
ate sugpest hal it s uncommon n feral cats cacept in
those collected in the vicnity o Svidney-=. A mhaeforme
wis widely distributed in the Northern Terntory, oecurring
wiost freguently e cats fram the Kings Canyan area. the
MucDonnell Ranges imd Munay Downs Staton, Infections
comnststed ol small aumbers ol worms CGoax i number =
A single et was Tound infeeted with A canime. o
parasite more commonly  foumd n conids in Northern
Apstralia' 'z this cat harhoured only Gve adilt wors,
Ancimmatuee specimen ol Cratliostome Spigerin wils
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feund in the stomich of weal collected in Kings Cinyon, (7,
spinigerun has been found spormtically in Feral cuis in
Austratlia® # but appears 1o be uncommon,

The identity of Tuenia tacuiaeforais wan conlirmed by
countimg and measuring the large and smadt iostetiar hooks
lrony |3 cestonde seoleces und compuring the dutis with those
provided by Verswer"™. Spimmetru erivacei win detected in
Al of 1he cats collecied in the area o the south ol Darwio
but in only cight cas from the other aréas ol the Norther
Temitery. This may be due 1o the lact that he firs
interinediale host ol ihis parasitwe s a lresh-satee crnstacein
of the genns Cveleps!! sind the pools of fresh water
nccessiry Tor it trunsinission are fess frequenl i arid sreas
Farasites  such  os Dipylidivm  canineo,  Upeinapia
stenocepbida and Colivospivuea felineas. present in other
MIrveys, were not found.

Faceat exanmmatoms reveiled two species ol coeeidia,
Isesprory feliv i Q.60 of 146 cats and £ rivedier in 6,947
Bothire commen parasites ot cats amd can canse discase in
younger ity The megority ol the eats examined were
adults and this could explain the low prevatence of
voceidim intections (nclinding the ahsenee of tovaplasie
womedid) i his and ather surveys?t,

Additional neinsudes. Ledinonema cooe i, Rictidorio
carstaing and Wananistrongvlns ctenatt were rarely Tound
and thein presence was presuntably the result ol ihe
ingestion of native mammols wisd reptiles which e e

nen il sty of these parasites. Similarly, the ingestion ol

binds would expliin the presence of Temale mematodes of
,*\prm e speom the stonniichs ol twer cads, Orhier pacisites
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collected from intestmal contents and fucees but obyionsly
retuted to the ingestion ol rodent hosts were Ivwendey s,
and Psovergarés sp. Xenopsylla vexeldlis, 0 hea found
conununly nn Raines villosissimus was Tound in the
stomach of cats from the Lake Nash arca and the mile,
Laelups hapadari, o parisite of Netemyy spp., was found in
cats from the Tanai Desert area. Another accidental
patasite recovered was Syphacia obvetald an osyinid
parasiie i the caeciny of rodents,

The information presented  heré identilies w greater
viricty ol parasites ocenrring in feral cats in the Notthen
Tereisny than previous siadies have found, 10 ideatifies /2
pracpatiadis as o common parasite and demonstrates that
s ure Tregquently infected with A, hastaspieala. 1 alan
contfinms it the terl et preys on native nummals, birds
and reptides. This is particnlarly so i the case ol hirds. with
the Farge nmnbers ol €20 poratostomi saggesting Nequent
predation.
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